the oral mucosa, and may serve as protective factors against the many insults to which these tissues are usually exposed (1). Analogues of many biologically active peptides found in the amphibian skin have also been found in mammalian tissues (2). As seen in the labial glands, this reaction was more evident at the cell surfaces facing the lumen. Diffuse immunoreactivity also was observed in submandibular gland acinar cells ( Figure  6 ), but of a lesser intensity than the ductal cells. These tissues also were unreactive when incubated with the immunologically-depleted antibody ( Figure   7 ) or with non-immune rabbit IgG.
All other tissues examined were unreactive. These included bovine, rat, and mouse parotid and submandibular glands, bovine and rat palatine glands and labial mucosa (in which no salivary glands were found), and hamster buccal cheek pouch and lingual mucosa.
Discussion
This study provides the first evidence for the presence of magaininlike substances in human tissues.
The exact nature of the reacting substance is not known, but its similarity to magainin or its precursors is likely. In vitro translation experiments with RNA generated from isolated cDNA magainin clones have shown that the anti- 
